American Legion Riders

Motorcycle Association

Chapter #2 Bristol, CT.

Chartered 11/4/2010

Bylaws

Purpose

· To ride motorcycles and have fun.
· To participate in parades and other ceremonies that promote   and support   The American Legion.
· To promote motorcycle safety.
· To promote a social atmosphere for the American Legion family   who share an interest in riding motorcycles.
Name

The name of this organization shall be The American Legion Riders, Post 2 Bristol, Connecticut.

Membership
· Must be a current   member in good standing in the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, or the Sons of the American Legion.

· Must not at any time hold membership in more than one Post-level Chapter of the American Legion Riders (ALR).

· Must be the legally registered owner of a properly insured motorcycle of at least 350cc (21.4CI) engine displacement or have use of an above described motorcycle.

· Must possess a valid motorcycle operator’s license in their state of residence.(Military equivalents acceptable)

· Must be the legal spouse of an ALR member in good standing within the Chapter of application.

· The member of the ALR does not have to be a member of Post 2 Bristol, Connecticut.

Founding member

· Any member who joined on or before 2/3/11.

Honorary Member

· These memberships are to be of an honorary nature and do not constitute actual membership. Honorary memberships should only be granted to those persons who have demonstrated themselves to be assets of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of American Legion Organization and excelled in promoting the aims and purposes of the American Legion Riders. 

· Honorary members may serve on committees etc. but are not eligible to vote.

· Those approved for honorary membership are granted privileges to attend meetings   and   participate   in   events.

· If American Legion back patches are granted to these honorary members, they must follow the same guidelines set for all other members.

Officers

· Officers of the ALR shall be elected by a simple majority of the members present at the June meeting.  Officer’s   term   will be one year from the date of the election.

· Nominations for office will be made at the May meeting except in 2011.

Required Offices

Director
· Serves as Chief Administrative Officer and presides over all meetings.

· Supervises all affairs of the ALR.

· Appoints committees as needed.

Asst. Director

· Assumes the duties of the Director in his/her absence.

· Assists the Director in the performance of his/her duties when called upon to do so by the Director.

     Secretary
· Keeps a full and accurate record of all proceedings at the meetings.

· Keeps membership records as may be required by the general membership.

· Provides detailed minutes of prior meeting at each regular meeting.

Treasurer

· Responsible for all finances.

· Disburses and collects funds as directed by the membership.

· Provides detailed financial reports at each regular meeting.

Judge Advocate

· Will advise the Director regarding Parliamentary procedure when requested.

· The Judge Advocate and appointed committee are charged with auditing the financial accounts annually.

· The Judge Advocate will preside over the Trial Board committee when needed.

· The Judge Advocate shall also perform other duties assigned by the Director providing there is no conflict with the By-Laws.

Head Road Captain

· Approves all logistics of organized rides.

· Approves the dates, times, routes, and meeting places of all rides.

· Approves appointment of Road Captains.

· Sets requirements and consults with the Director on   training for Road Captains.

· Responsible for the safety of riders and participants at all rides

· May ask any rider or passenger who is not operating in a safe manor or who violates any rule of ALR to leave the ride.

Road Captains

· Approves all logistics of organized rides.

· Approves the dates, times, routes and meeting places of rides.

· Responsible for the safety of riders and participants.

· May ask any rider or passenger who is not operating in a safe manor or who violates any rule of ALR to leave the ride.

Sgt. at Arms

· Maintains order at meetings.

· Determines eligibility of those participating in elections.

· Leads the Pledge of Allegiance.

Chaplain

· Provides invocation at regular meetings or other activities as may be required by the general membership.

Assistant Chaplain

· Same duties as Chaplain, and will perform duties in Chaplain’s absence.

Discretionary Officers

Historian

· Complies and maintains records to document actives of ALR.

Webmaster

· Maintains web site.

Membership Chairman

· Releases Secretary of responsibility for maintenance of membership records as may be required by the membership.

· Collects membership dues and provides same to the Treasurer.

· Reviews and collects eligibility documentation as required.

· Provides detailed membership records at the regular meeting.

Executive Board

· The Executive Board shall be composed of the officers of the ALR.

· The Director shall serve as Chairperson of the executive board and the Asst. Director shall assume that position in his/her absence,

· The Executive Board shall meet as needed to discuss ALR business and prepare the agenda for the regular meeting.

Elections

· Elections of Officers shall be held annually.

· Nominations will be made at the May meeting.

· Voting will be done at the June meeting.

· Only members in good standing may be nominated.

· Determination of eligibility shall be made by the Sgt. at Arms.

· Officers   term in office shall be for one year from the June meeting to the following June meeting.

· A member may hold more than one office except the combination of Director and Asst. Director.

· All elected   or appointed officers shall have only one vote at the Executive Board or ALR meeting.

· Elections shall be by voice vote unless requested otherwise by any candidate, in which case secret ballot with a majority of all votes cast will determine the winner.

· In the case of unopposed offices, a voice vote will be the method of voting. 

Meetings

· Meetings shall be held on the first Thursday of the month at 1930 (730 PM) at the American Legion Post 2 Bristol, CT.
· Seven members will constitute a quorum.
· A special   meeting may be called by the Director or any member of the Executive Board   or 2/3 of the membership.
Expulsion

· Any member may be expelled or suspended from the ALR by a majority vote at the monthly meeting.

· Any member no longer meeting the requirements for membership in the ALR shall be expelled until such time as he/she meets the eligibility requirements.

· Any member may reapply for membership at a future meeting.

· Any member may be expelled or suspended from the ALR by a 2/3 vote of those in attendance at a regular ALR monthly meeting. A member may be expelled or suspended if they no longer meet the requirements of membership or they have acted in such a manner as to bring discredit to the American Legion.

· Expelled or suspended members can apply for readmission for membership at a subsequent regular meeting.

· The suspended member shall discontinue wearing clothing bearing American Legion Riders identification until they are restored to full membership status.

Rides.

· Rides will end when kick stands are down at the ride destination.

· No alcohol or illegal drugs will be consumed before or during any ride by any 

       Rider or passenger or other participant of the ride.

Dress

· Dress for formal function, ride or parade.

· Shoes – Black

· Trousers – Black

· Shirt – White dress long sleeve

· Vest - Black 

· Dress for all other rides will be casual and appropriate for ALR.

Vest/Patch/Pin

· The official vest will be black.

· The ALR Back Patch, configured as put forth by the founding members copyrighted by The American Legion,  and available through The American Legion Emblem Sales is to be worn by members of the ALR.

· The back patch must be the dominant feature on the back of the vest.

· The back patch must not be subjugated to any other patch.

· A flag patch will be on the left uppermost part of the vest.

· The field of stars is to be on the left.

· No patch or pin can be higher than or as high as the flag on the vest.

· No graphic or slogan is ever to appear across the flag.

· A POW patch will be worn on the upper right front of the vest.

· The POW patch will be lower than the flag.

· Other patches or pins  may be worn on the vest.

· Members must dress in a manner that promotes a positive image   for the American Legion, particularly when operating in group activities or interacting with the community.

· The ALR Back Patch and other related articles of clothing incorporate The American Legion Emblem and must be worn in a manner consistent with The American Legion emblem requirements.

· Members must dress in a manner that promotes a positive image   for the American Legion, particularly when operating in group activities or interacting with the community.

· All patches and pins may be worn or displayed only if meeting the standards of the ALR  and the American Legion.

